
P a g e  | 1 

 

Challenge 1 2014   Portrait 

 Photo # Score Comments                                                     

  

1 
 20 -Pleasant photo.  

-Good detail, color tone and crop. 
-Looks staged.  The shadow on the right side of child's face is not 
flattering. 
-May have been better if the child turned to its right a bit so she is looking 
at the camera. 

 

2 16 -The lighting is good as is the use of Black and White 
-The crop is too tight in front of the child's face.  Needs room in front. 
-Good use of f-stop for shallow depth of field 
-Background is blotchy with a distracting large black blotch behind and to 
the right of the child's face 

 

3 20 -Like the contract which makes her stand out well against the background. 
-Good catch of strong concentration. 
-The person or object obscuring the woman's right arm is distracting 
-Powerful and interesting.   
-Want to know more about what the woman is doing. 

 

4 17 -Good catch of the expression and looking at the camera 
-Can see the child's personality. 
-Eyes are sharp but the face is a little too soft. 
- We felt the crop was a little too tight on the face 
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5 19 -Good composition 
-Nice balance of negative space. 
-Good contrast and color balance 
-The child's expression is engaging 
-Good use of f-stop to limit the depth of field to the face 
-Lighting could be improved. 

 

6 17 - This is very moody lighting with a completely non-moody expression. 
-Lighting is too contrasty.  A different angle or different lighting could have 
made the second eye visible a bit to give the subject personality. 
- May have been improved by having the whole hand in the lighter area. 

 

7 16 2.995G (OVERSIZE) 
-Background is a little bright.  Vingetting could help 
-More of a documentary photo than portrait. 
-Want to see a little more of the man to tell the story of what he is doing. 
- Ones eyes tend to wander around the photo 

 

8 15 -A beautiful face but it competes with the more dominant rock for 
attention. 
-Crop is bad, cutting off the arm 
-Nice colors 
-Cropping up half of the frame and in 1/3 off the right may help.  
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9 12 -Good effort and idea.  Soft focus can be very effective. 
-However this is too soft.   Even the eyes are not sharp. 
-Better to have the eyes and hair sharp and the rest soft 
-Good choice of background color 
-Perfect f-stop for limited depth of field. 
 

 

10 18 -Expression and lighting are done well. 
-The model looks a little awkward due the shrugged shoulders 
-May have been more flattering is she faced the light more 
-Might be improved with a slightly more open crop 

 

11 17 -Good story telling portrait with context. 
-Good composition 
-The face and hands brightness should be the same. 
-The 2 smaller bottles in front of the man are distracting and should be 
removed. 

 

12 21 -Nice and bright with good focus and color. 
-The model is happy and has an attractive face 
-Well Done 
-Crop may be improved with either the hands showing or crop above the 
elbow 
The shoulder is a little too bright and attracts attention from the model's 
face. 
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13 24 -Effective use of B+W 
-Could be improved by burning in the white spot in the lower left 
-Excellent composition and showing of the hands 

 

14 17 -Cute moment / Good capture / Great expression 
-Composition could be improved by not cutting off the fingers 
- Eyes could be sharper 
-The peas are a nice touch but the distracting blue cup should be cloned 
out. 

 

15 20 -Engaging / Want to know more what is happening. 
-Sharp where needed 
- Good use of diagonal leading line up the arm to the head. 
-Sharpness on man is good as is the restricted depth of field 
-Would like more space in front of him 
- Clone out the yellow line in the left of the photo 

 


