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Challenge 1 2016   Fall Colours 

 Photo # Score Comments                                                     

  

1 
 20 -Good exposure of bright leaves against the dark background 

-Could improve by cloning out  the red and white sign in lower left 
-Crop out branch with no leaves in lower left 
-Photo is off balance 

 

2 20 -Photo was submitted without following the naming convention. 
-Suggest cropping in to highlight the lady and dog 
-Could increase saturation to add interest and emphasize fall colours 
 

 

3 21 - Like the colors, saturation and composition  
-The narrowing of the leaf carpet pulls the viewer further and further into 
the photo. 
-May be improved by cloning out the part tree trunk in the lower left and 
lightening the three trees near the middle to show a little detail like the 
other trees. 

 

4 17 -Good composition. 
-Good use of the leading lines of the stream to pull the viewer in 
-The lighting is very flat and the photo is over sharpened 
- Could improve by darkening the banks of the stream while lightening the 
water. 
-May be able to bring up the blue to enhance the reflection of the sky in 
the water. 
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5 22 -Like the composition, colours and sharpness 
-Missing a strong foreground element.  Possibly crop below the tree and 
roots on the right. This may improve the photo and better follow the rule 
of thirds rather than the current photo split in the middle 

 

6 20 - Good colour and composition with a beautiful blurred background 
-Unfortunately attention is drawn to the hot spots of burned out leaves. 
- Good effort with a very difficult exposure possibly exceeding the range of 
the sensor. 

 

7 17 - Very nice; almost like a painting. 
-May be improved by adjusting the colour balance to remove the green 
tinge from the foreground rocks 
-Tone down the upper half as it is a little bright 
-Composition may have been better without the foreground rocks as they 
are large and attract too much attention. 

 

8 15 -Very interesting photo full of opportunities 
-Was shot at f5.  Moving up to f16 would have added a star effect to the 
sun. 
- Hiding the sun more behind the leaves or branch would have allowed a 
brighter exposure within the camera's dynamic range. 
-The back lit leaves are beautiful and may have created a wonderful photo 
with the glowing red leaves in front of the green field background. 



P a g e  | 3 

 

 

9 18 - Interesting photo with nice colours 
-However the photo is off balance 
-Exposure is a little too bright 
-The contrast and colour saturation could be increased 
-A wider angle shot capturing the reflection in the water may have been 
better 

 

10 20 Submitted over size 
-The exposure of the water falls is good but a lot of the earth and rock in 
the shaded areas are under exposed and lacking detail.   May be there in 
the RAW capture and then could be brought out. 
-The composition is good but the camera was tilted when the shot was 
taken.  The pool at the base of the falls is tilted towards the left. 

 

11 24 -Great shot. 
-Excellent composition colour saturation and exposure 
-Nice colour contrast between the blue sky and the yellow light on the cliff. 
-Good use of leading lines pulling the  viewers attention into the photo 
along the illuminated cliff. 

 

12 18 -Nice contrast between the yellow of the leaves and the blue in the water 
-May have been improved by the use of a vignette to keep the eye from 
wandering out of the frame 
-The small section of sky is bright and detracts from the photo.  Either crop 
it out or better still clone trees into this area. 
-The use of f22 has reduced some of the sharpness in the photo due to 
diffraction.  
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Challenge 1 2016   Food 

 Photo # Score Comments                                                     

  

1 
 20 -Good effort. 

-Makes one hungry to look at them. 
-May have been better with more even and softer lighting 

 

2 22 -Nice shot.  Very sharp  
-Needs bit of increased contrast in the shadow areas. 

 3   

 4   
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Challenge 1 2016   Effective Depth of Field 

 Photo # Score Comments                                                     

  

1 
 22 -Good sharpness from front to back with f-stop set at f16 

-The falls provides natural leading lines to guide one's eyes into the photo 
-The photo appears to be tilted down towards the right.  
-The top right is brighter than the rest of the photo and should be toned 
down to match the rest of the photo. 

 

2 20 - An f-stop of 4.8 blurred the background nicely while a shutter speed of 
1/2000 froze the bird in flight. 
-The light rocks on the upper right attract the eye and could be toned 
down. 
-Suggest using Lightroom's radial filter to darken everything except the 
bird and possibly lighten the bird so it stands out more. 
 

 

3 21 F8 @ 1/30   
-This photo was submitted oversize.  
- Very nice lighting and warm colours. 
-Does not really fit the category - Effective DOF 

 

4 18 f-8  @  1/400  @ 250mm 
-Good use of DOF to separate out the leaf. -Nice colour, composition and 
exposure 
-Good use of the rule of thirds  for leaf placement 
-Could have been improved with the main leaf all in focus while 
maintaining the background out of focus. 
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5 20 F4.8 @1/100 @ 122mm 
-Very effective use of DOF to highlight the bird and blur the background 
-Could have been improved by brightening the bird and especially the 
eyes 
-Dark areas on the lower right and left  sides of the hawk are distracting 
and should be lightened. 
 
 

 

6 23 -f7.1 @ 1/3200 @ 190mm 
- Great photo.   
-Beautiful colour and composition. 
- Would look fantastic very large on a wall 
-DOF with soft blurred background makes the photo 
 
 

 

7 20 -f8 @ 1/15 @ 10mm 
-Photo shows good creativity  
-Wide angle lens @ f8 shows good DOF 
-Could possibly be improved by Vingetting and increasing contrast. 
 
 

 

8 22 F8 @ 1/400 @ 300mm 
-Great Blue Heron could be sharper with enhanced contrast on the 
feathers. 
-Dark areas on the right are distracting and could be lightened 
- Light areas on the left are distracting and could be darkened 
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9 19 -f16 @ 1/200 @ 41mm 
-f16 has provided an ideal DOF keeping the front thistle in perfect focus 
while allowing the background to lose focus to provide a non-distracting 
background. 
-Beautiful color and detail 
-The sky is distractingly bright and should be toned down 
-Possibly shoot from higher position to eliminate the sky 

 

10 21 F4.5 @ 1/640 @ 105mm 
-A very pleasing photo with good DOF to make foreground butterfly sharp 
and the rest soft. 
-Good use of rule of thirds 
-Could be improved by toning down the background butterfly and light 
area in upper left 
-Tone down all non essential detail such as the green stems in lower left 

 

11 20 No exposure data available 
-Good use of DOF to concentrate attention to the right 
-Could be improved if left 1/3 were cropped out or darkened as it does 
not add to the photo 
-Does not appear to have a center of interest 
 

 

12 24 F5.6 @ 1/500 
-Great image contrast, composition and colour 
-Lovely soft background and effective DOF 
-The left is a little bright 
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13 20 f8 @ 1/50 @ 280mm 
-f8 provides a good DOF 
-Could be improved with a tighter crop and darkening the tree trunk 
 

 

14 19 No exposure data available  
-Good DOF 
-Could be improved by darkening the background as the brightness 
attracts ones attention  
The exposure on the subject duck could be brightened 
-The shadow line in front of the duck is distracting and should be cloned 
out. 

 

15 21 f4 @ 1/200 @ 200mm 
-Good shot with effective DOF 
-Background could have been toned down as it is a little bright 
-The green and yellow grasses along the button should be cloned out 

 

16 17 f8 @ 1/16 @ 18mm 
-Good DOF at f16 
- Could be improved by cloning out hot spots and adjusting the white 
balance which is a little too green. 
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17 25 f4  @ 1/200 @ 210mm 
-Wonderful 
-Beautifully DOF  -  sharp sparrow and soft background. 
- great colour, composition and sharpness where needed. 
-love the snow effect 

 


