
Spring Challenge  2015   Close Up - Macro 

 Photo # Scor
e 

Comments  

 

 

1 
  

24 

- Good composition, sharpness and muted colours. 
- Nice soft light with good lighting on body and translucent wings. 
- Good separation of subject from background. 
- Saturation could be upped a bit. 
- Using  f22 instead of f16 would have improved the depth of field.  

 

2  
23 

- Great shot but still room for improvement. 
- The focus plane is slightly in front of the head. 
- The white on the flower in front of the bee detracts. 
- Yellow in left edge and lower right could be toned down to keep 
attention on the bee. 

 

3  
17 

- Nice pattern abstract. 
- The red object on the left distracts and adds nothing. 
- Focus is less sharp near the base. 
- Dull flat lighting. 



 

4  
15 

- Good detail in the lower snow but detail lacks in the rest. 
- Not all of the snow is in focus. 
-  May have been better to shoot at a different angle to use part of the 
plant as a frame. 

 

5  
22 

 
 

- This is a good photo with good sharpness on one eye. 
- The light area on the body is distracting. 
- The photo is a little over saturated. 
- May have been better to have used flash and f16 instead of f2.8 for 
better depth of field. 

 

6  
19 

- Nice use of subtle colours. 
- Good sharpness in the body but this has resulted in the background 
becoming grainy.  Use masking when sharpening. 
- Bright green background lines detract and could be toned down.  
-Suggest cropping base of circular flower to form an arc. 

 

7  
20 

- Good idea and technically well done. 
- Would have been better if all parts were sharp.  The base ring is not 
sharp. 
-  The text pulls the eye away from the details of the watch. 

  



Spring Challenge  2015   Night  

 Photo # Scor
e 

Comments  

  

1 
  

21 

- Like the exposure , numerous stars and the small light shining 
through the far line of trees. 
-The light house adds interest. 
- The foreground rock is a little too bright and central and attracts 
attention. 
- May be improved by shooting with the foreground rock a little 
more to the right.  

 

2  
15 

- Good composition. 
- The photo is blurry due to the 1/6 second shutter speed at ISO 
3200 
- The sky is lacking detail.  Shoot earlier in  the evening. 
 

 

3  
18 

- This is a photo with great potential. 
- Suggest darkening the sky for drama and focus attention on the 
ground. 
- A longer exposure would have added short light trails suggesting 
movement. 
 



 

4  
18 

- Good exposure for the lights and reflections in the water. 
- Very interesting photo. 
- The red tree on the left is overly bright demanding attention. 
Tone it down or crop it out. 

 

5  
18 

- The lighting of the people on the bench adds interest but it is over 
done  as it is too bright. 
- The lamp is dull compared to the light on the people. 
-The photo is grainy and the grain adds nothing. 

 

6  
21 

-Good sharp photo with no noise. 
- Well done. 
- Good capture of the stars. 
- Well composed. 

 

7  
24 

- Very clear but slightly over sharpened. 
- Nice capture of reflections and colour. 
- Great display of colour in the wispy smoke. 
- The flare on the right is a little bright but makes the stacks stand 
out  due to the side lighting. 



 

8  
21 

- Nice use of the trees that frame the star trails . 
- The tree in the lower left is a little dark and would look better if 
brightened to match the other trees. 
- Good exposure. 
- Cloning out the bright star trail in the lower left tree would 
improve the photo. 

 

9  
15 

-The stars are visible at close inspection but the mast appears to be 
the main subject. 
- The sky is mostly black and uninteresting. 
- The mast could be darkened as it appears blown out in places. 

 

 

  



Spring Challenge  2015   Winter 

 Photo # Scor
e 

Comments  

  

1 
  

16 

- Well exposed and balanced composition.   Technically well done. 
- Unfortunately the lighting is very flat and the horizon is not 
horizontal. 
- Could have darkened the sky in post to add drama. 
-Would have been better earlier with the man a little more to the left 
or later when he was out of the picture. 

 

2  
17 

- Love the scale of the small people against the tall trees. 
- Great choice using Black and White.  It adds to the simplicity. 
- Photo is a little too grainy.  
- Dark trees in upper and lower left could be lightened to fit in with the 
other trees. 

 

3  
15 

- The subject is very interesting. 
- Judges felt it may be better in B+W. 
- Darker trees in the distance vie for attention. 
- Crop out dark area  at the top right of the ice. 
- Could crop 1/4 off the base or 1/4  off the top to improve 
competition. 

 

4  
17 

- Good use of contrasting colours - blue and yellow. 
- Like the sharpness of the central ice but sharpness fades on the left. 
- The sharpness may have suffered a bit due to diffraction at f22. 



 

5  
18 

- Good composition and scale of the falls. 
- Darkening and increasing contrast and clarity in the lower 1/3 would 
improve the photo and balance the top.  
- The sky could be a little brighter. 
- The sky is over sharpened and has become blotchy.  This could have 
been fixed by using the masking slider in the sharpening section of 
Lightroom. 

 

6  
22 

- Good composition and detail. 
- Good use of a fish eye lens. 
- The lack of texture in the cliffs on the left detracts from the rest of the 
highly textured ice. 

 

7  
18 

-Like the sharpness and depth of field. 
- Like the contrast of dark shadows and light snow in the sun kissed 
hills. 
- Could be better framed to attract more attention to the main subject. 

 

8  
15 

- This photo lacks a center of interest. 
- Good use of leading lines but they lead us nowhere. 
- The snow lacks detail in the lower right and is blown out. 
- The light area on top of the cut off tree behind the sigh is distracting. 
It could be cloned out. 



 

9  
23 

- Great shot.   Technically very well done. 
- Like the contrast of size and colour especially the light down the 
center. 
- Good shadows. 
- Suggest burning in the lower 1/4 to match the upper 1/4 . This would 
provide a better frame for the ice and people. 

 

10  
21 

- Very nice photo. 
- Curve in snow provides a leading line to the Sky. 
- Would be improved by cropping out the left by about 20%. 
- Could do with a little saturation boost. 

 

11  
19 

- Good contrast between the dark trees and the snow. 
- Nice shadows. 
- Good leading lines  but they lead to nothing. 
-Suggest cropping the bottom to the base of the trees. 

 

12  
18 

- Good use of exposure to silhouette the trees. 
- The light area below the moon could be darkened as it conflicts with 
the moon for attention. 
- Could darken the sky to add drama. 

 

13  
18 

- This photo with a pastel sky and detail less snow makes a nice fine art 
print. 
- Suggest darkening the trees into a pure silhouette. 
 



 


